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Message from Mrs Jennings  

Dear Junior School Parents and Girls 

  

Grade 0 “This little light of mine” Chapel Service 
 

On Monday, 6 March, the Junior School welcomed the Grade 0 girls into Chapel for the 

first time. To celebrate this rite of passage, every Grade 0 carried a candle into Chapel 

with her Grade 7 sister, symbolising the first time the Grade 0s bring their light into the 

Chapel as official members of our community and ensuring that a connection and 

sisterhood is built between the oldest and youngest sisters of our Junior School. At the 

end of Grade 7, at the Grade 7 Farewell Mass, this tradition comes full circle when every 

girl walks out of the Junior School with a candle in celebration of the woman she has 

become, with the encouragement to continue to shine her light in the world. At this 

service, the school committed to treasure and nurture each girl’s light and to see her 

develop into a confident young woman of integrity as the years progress. Thank you to 

all the Grade 0 parents who were able to join us for this special service on Monday.                                

Photo credit: Mr Kevin Halama  
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Message from Mrs Jennings continued 

Inter-primary Galas 
 

The inter-primary galas hosted annually in March mark the end of the swimming season that started in September the 

year before. St Mary’s DSG competes in three of these galas with WHPS. We participate in the A, B and C league galas. 

At both the B and C league galas we compete against other schools that are fielding their A teams. All our swimmers 

have worked hard and we congratulate them as well as their coaches on the progress they have made in the water 

during the season. Our swimmers are once again able to compete competitively against the other schools and we are 

proud of their individual victories achieved this week as well as their collective results.  
 

A league – DSG and WHPS placed 6th out of 10 schools 

B league – DSG and WHPS placed 4th out of 10 schools 

C league – DSG and WHPS placed 5th out of 10 schools 

 

At the end of 2021 we made swimming one of our strategic priorities for our school and we thank every coach and 

swimmer for their collective efforts to advance swimming within the Junior School. The foundations laid this season will 

be built upon in the new season. Over and above the performance in the pool this week, I would like to commend and 

acknowledge the swimmers for their sportsmanship and the support they showed towards one another. These are the 

invaluable life lessons sport offers our girls. Lastly, thank you to all the parents for their loyal support of their daughters 

throughout the season. You too have contributed to the successful season your daughters have enjoyed.     

 

Eco Ambassador Assembly   

   

The Eco Ambassadors presented an important message at our assembly on Wednesday, 8 March, on the importance of 

keeping our environment litter free and how waste needs to be disposed of responsibly to ensure that we minimise our 

impact on the already over-filled landfills. The Ambassadors also launched a new initiative to create greater awareness 

amongst the girls to do their part to keep our school litter free. At the assembly we were able to celebrate with Mrs 

Hussein and the Ambassadors the school’s most recent Eco School Award – Platinum Level 4. Thank you to our 

ambassadors for assisting the school in maintaining our Eco School status.    

 

Digital Addiction Talk 
 

On Wednesday, 8 March, I attended the Digital Addiction Talk, presented by Dr Anke de Beer which was hosted by 

Eastern Suburbs Pre-primary School. Thank you to Eastern Suburbs Pre-Primary School for extending the invitation to 

our community to attend. Dr de Beer shared some hard-hitting statistics with the audience and as the adults responsible 

for raising this next generation of girls we have to be far more involved, engaged, aware and active to offer our girls the 

best line of defence against all online harms. With regards to social media, the girls in the Junior School should not be on 

any form of social media – if girls younger than 13 are on social media, either you or your daughter has lied about her 

age. The age restrictions are there to protect your daughter. The developers know the associated risks and many apply 

even older age restrictions for their own children. With regards to pornography, children as young as 9 have been 

exposed and in a recent study 75% of parents believed their child had never encountered porn, but of those children, 53% 

reported that they had in fact seen porn. Sending and receiving nudes has become the norm amongst teens. With 

regards to online gaming, the developers have designed these games to be addictive and some of the signs your 

daughter might be addicted include craving more game time, neglecting family and friends and being restless, irritable 

or discontented when not playing. What can you do as a parent?  

• Declare tech free zones  

• No wi-fi devices in the bedroom  

• Switch off the wi-fi router at night (if possible) 

• Protect your child’s privacy and identity online  

• Set screentime limits and stick to it 

• No social media until 13 years of age  

• Junior School girls should have a maximum of 1 hour 

supervised screen time a day 

• No passwords on phone that you do not know  

• Less than 200 friends on any application  



                                                                                                                                                                                                            10 March 2023 

 

When she believes in herself…she will fly. 

Message from Mrs Jennings continued 

St Alban’s Founders Day  
 

Congratulations to our older brother school, St Alban’s College, on their celebration of 60 years in education this year. 

Mrs Howard, Lewatle Maroleni, our Head Girl, and I represented St Mary’s DSG at the College’s Founder’s Day Service 

yesterday. Fr David Swanepoel, the 3rd Chaplain of the College, and one of the founding teachers shared many accounts 

in the school’s history that show how important it is for us all to have faith in God and to answer his calling obediently. 

The faith and obedience shown by the founders of St Alban’s College, as is true of many faith-based schools, is how we 

are blessed with excellent schools to raise the next generation of children in our country. We wish St Alban’s College 

another successful and fulfilling 60 years in education.  

 

This weekend we look forward to two community building events. The first is the Grade 4-6 Family Picnic which will take 

place this evening at the Rondavel at 17:00 and the second is the ‘She and Me’ Walk and Talk taking place tomorrow for 

our Grade 0-3 girls and their female role models at the Wolwespruit Mountain Bike and Trail Park at 09:00. We wish all 

our families, joining these events this weekend, a wonderful time of connection and fun spent together. Thank you for 

joining these initiatives.  

 

A reminder to all families to check the Season 2 timetable as there are changes to the homework sessions in the 

Foundation Phase to accommodate the different sessions for soccer and netball. The sessions are also different 

compared to Season 1 as more girls can be accommodated playing netball and soccer compared to swimming. We look 

forward to a successful season ahead.  

 

Next week our Grade 1 and 2 classes will perform their dramatic arts showcase, Rhyme Crime, on Thursday, 16 March. 

We look forward to them delighting their audience.  

 

Kind regards  
 

Alison Jennings  
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A little over two weeks ago we began Lent with a beautiful service of Ash Wednesday. It was a service that reminded us 

that perhaps we need to do better in the way we live out our faith. We do this with the aid of three important practices – 

praying, fasting and giving. I have been helping our girls in the Intersen Phase to understand this and to practice these 

disciplines. I have found myself surprised at the responses to this. Some girls (I’ve been referring to them as “Athletes of 

the King”) have embraced the practices. Others have returned saying that in their homes they don’t do Lent and that is 

OK. These three disciplines can be found in any faith tradition and are foundational to the way we exercise our faith as 

Christians – one can find references throughout the Bible about this and aren’t necessarily confined to the days of Lent. 

 

I would like to share with you a little about what the “Athletes of the King” have been learning as they look at these three 

Lenten disciplines and perhaps parents can do this along with their daughters.  

 

Pray – Lent is about connecting to God, whatever you may perceive God to be. It is what we do with and for God. We 

have been encouraging learners to think about one thing they could talk to God about each week.  

 

Give – This is usually called almsgiving, that is serving the needs of those less fortunate than ourselves. We have two 

opportunities to do that at school as we move towards Easter. The knitting drive and then last week Friday we had a day 

without shoes. What I have asked in class is for the girls to think about something they could do for others that they 

don’t normally do. Simple acts of kindness that go a long way to making a better world. 

 

Fasting – normally this goes between Praying and Giving, so I intentionally place it after them. Lent is so much more 

than giving up chocolate for 40 days – the disclaimer here is that I have said to the girls if they intend giving up food of 

any kind that they should discuss it with parents and guardians. Jesus said that the greatest commandment was to love 

God with our whole being and that the second greatest commandment is to love others as we love ourselves. The reality 

is that many have said the fasting is what we do for ourselves. With this in mind, I have asked our girls to think about 

things that prevent them from spending time with God and to think about the things that prevent them from doing things 

for others. These are the things we can do without and these are the things we can fast from.  

 

Be encouraged. Return to me with all your heart with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning. Return to the Lord, your 

God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. (Joel 2:12&13) 

Prayer, Fasting, and Giving lead us to the heart of what Lent is about - a deeper conversion that leads us to new life. So, 

we are invited together to a Holy Lent. 

 

Many blessings, 

Rev Vernon 

Lent Message from Rev Vernon Foster  
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Reminders  

Parent / Teacher Interviews - Term 1 

As the first formal report, reflecting your daughter/s progress at 

school will only be issued in June, we will be hosting Parent/

Teacher Conversations on 22, 27 and 30 March. In these 

discussions your daughter’s progress will be shared with you as 

well as identifying the next steps in learning. It is vitally 

important that you make yourself available to meet your 

daughter’s teacher/s on one of the available afternoons. 

Bookings for the Parent/Teacher Conversations must be made 
on the school website:    

www.stmarys.pta.school.za  - Juniors - Parent/Teacher Meetings 
- Select teacher - Select timeslot   

Bookings will open on Tuesday, 14 March                              
and will close on the 21 March.  

These meetings will be hosted at school.  

Angels’ Day 
Friday, 24 March  

 

Book covering get-together 
 

We are looking for moms, dads, grannies, etc. who can assist 

us with book covering on Friday, 24 March, in the iHub,                                                      

anytime between 08:00 – 13:00.                 

Your help would be greatly appreciated! 

Grade 6 Javett Art Centre Excursion on 
Tuesday, 14 March 2023 

 
Please complete the online form giving 

permission for your daughter/s to attend the 

outing.  

All forms to please be completed by                           

Friday, 10 March. 

Click HERE to RSVP by Wed 1 March  

http://www.stmarys.pta.school.za
https://forms.office.com/r/6p5aXu8vde
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=7_Nb5YdqXkOFpk3SELT2kq3ewDUDap9LtMSRgYwLqxhURUU5SDZTTTNOMkdZU0RFRk5IWVFUTTBFVy4u
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Project to provide dolls for Alzheimer patients 

The ladies of the International Inner Wheel Club of Waterkloof need your help. 
 

One of the very successful projects that the Waterkloof Inner Wheel Club has 

undertaken is renovating dolls for Alzheimer patients and they currently need 

more dolls! 
 

Your pre-loved doll can give its new owner great joy and comfort. They will 

wash and clean it, dress it and wrap it in a comfy blanket ready for presentation 

to a suitable Alzheimer patient. 
 

It would be greatly appreciated if you would 

donate baby-size dolls, preferably with soft bodies.  
 

They can be handed in to Mrs Fiona Pienaar at 

school by the end of this term. 
 

St Mary’s DSG would like to help one of our past 

Headmistresses, Mrs Jeanette van de Breggen, with this project that she is 

involved in.  
 

Some information about  International Inner 
Wheel 

 
It started when the Inner Wheel Club of 
Manchester was founded in 1924 by Margarette 
Golding, the first of nearly 4,000 Inner Wheel Clubs 
today. International Inner Wheel is one of the 
largest women’s service voluntary organisations in 
the world and is active in more than 103 countries. 
They have more than 103,000 members. 
 

The aims and objectives for Inner Wheel are to 
promote true friendship, to encourage the ideals of 
personal service and to foster international 
understanding. 
 

The ladies at Waterkloof Inner Wheel Club have 
been supporting both children in need, and the 
aged in Pretoria since their founding 35 years ago.

Junior School Lent Knitting Drive  

Join the St Mary’s DSG Community and make your contribution to the Lent 

Square and Blanket Drive. The blankets will be donated to Knit-a-square and 

Help the Seniors. When you have completed your knitting / crochet work, put it 

in a bag and send it to school.  From Wednesday, 1 March, there will be big 

containers from the different houses on the veranda in front of Miss Mkhize’s 

classroom.  All blankets and squares must be in by 31 May 2023.   

  

What do you do if you cannot knit? This year we are asking families who 

cannot knit or crochet to buy wool and donate it as their contribution to the 

Lent Drive. The wool will be taken to the Training Centre of the Kgosi Mampuru 

Correctional Facility where female inmates who have been taught the skills to 

crochet and knit will make squares for the success of our Lent Drive. The 

squares will be donated to Knit-a-square and Help the Seniors.   

  

What are we looking for?  Any parent or guardian who is able to crochet or 

knit and willing to share their skills and knowledge with rehabilitated inmates 

from the Kgosi Mampuru Correctional Facility are invited to join a team of 

teachers on Thursday, 16 March from 12:30 - 15:00. If you are interested in 

being part of the team that will provide the skills to the rehabilitated inmates, 

please send an email to nzwane@stmarys.pta.school.za on or before Friday, 10 

March 2023 to confirm your availability and to receive further information.   
 

What to bring to school? The girls and educators are encouraged to bring 

their wool and needles to school to knit and crochet. Your House needs you to 

bring a blanket or a square or even both items. Points towards the House 

trophy at the end of the year are up for grabs. The house which collects the 

most blankets, squares and wool will receive 100 points!  Grab your needles and 

wool and get going… What are you waiting for? Let’s do this for our community 

in need, St Mary’s DSG community!  Join in the fun and show that you care. 

Aganang News 

mailto:nzwane@stmarys.pta.school.za
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Sport News 
Hockey News  

Congratulations to the following students that were selected for the Northerns u12 and u13 Provincial Squads. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hockey preseason training for Grade 4-7 players starts on Wednesday, 15 March, from 16:00 - 17:00, on the Astro. 

Tshiamo Maroleni U12 Khumo Kgosana U12 Katlego Maroleni U13 Nkanyezi Dlamini U13 

Nsuku Mushwana U13 Mbalenhle Mazibuko U13 Adia Motsoari U13 Oluhle Mpofu U13 

Mia du Toit  U13 
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Season 2 Extramural Programme begins 13 March 
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General Information 
Cell phones and Smart Watches  

 

Cell phones: No cell phones are 

allowed in the Junior School. Cell 

phones will be handed in for safe 

keeping for a period of one week if 

seen during the academic day. 
 

Smart Watches: These watches are discouraged in 

the Junior School. Girls seen using their watches 

to message during the school day or to play 

games will have to hand their watches in for safe 

keeping for a period of one week. 

2023 SCHOOL TERM CALENDAR 

TERM 1  

Start  Wed 11 Jan Half  
Term   

Close Wed 22 Feb     

Close Wed 5 April Return Tues 28 Feb  

Public Holidays   
Monday 20 March (School holiday)   
Tuesday 21 March (Human Rights Day)  

TERM 2 

Start  Wed 3 May Half  
Term    

Close Fri 23 June (12:00) 

Close Fri 4 Aug Return Mon  3 July  

Public Holidays    Friday 16 June (Youth Day) 

TERM 3  

Start  Tues 5 Sept Half  
Term     

Close Thurs 26 Oct(12:00) 

Close Tues 5 Dec Return Tues 31 Oct 

Public Holidays  
Monday 25 September  (Holiday for                  
Heritage Day on Sunday, 24 September) 

TERM 1 

2024  

Start  Wed  17 Jan 
Half  

Term    
Close Thurs  22 Feb 

Close Thurs 11 April  Return Tues 27 Feb  

Public Holidays   
Thursday 21 March (Human Rights Day) 
Friday 22 March (School Holiday)  
Easter Weekend (29 March - 1 April)  

Cooked Lunch  

6—10 March (Week 4) 

Lunch Menu 2023 
 

Lunch Registration Link 

Grade 4-7                                                   
Formal Assessment Schedule                                              

Term 1 2023 

Assessment Schedule T1 

 

Junior School Channels of 

Communication 

 

Academic and Pastoral Matters 

Class (Gr 0-5) or Form (Gr 6&7) Teacher 
 

Intersen Phase (Grade 4-7)  

Head of Intersen Phase:  Mrs H Joseph  

hjoseph@stmarys.pta.school.za 

 

Foundation Phase (Grade 0-3)  

Head of Foundation Phase: Mrs T Molver                                             

tmolver@stmarys.pta.school.za 

 

Reception  

Mrs C Mndau  - 012 366 0501 

cmndau@stmarys.pta.school.za 

 

Sport 

Coach N Mothiba 

nkmothiba@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

 

Aftercare 

Mrs D Masimula 

dmasimula@stmarys.pta.school.za 
 

PA to Junior School Principal  

Mrs R Roelofse - 012 366 0543  

rroelofse@stmarys.pta.school.za 

 

Boarding 

Director of Boarding:  Mrs L Jiyane  

ljiyane@stmarys.pta.school.za  
 

Operational Matters—Boarding Office  

Mrs L Ndwambi 

boarding@stmarys.pta.school.za 

 

Sanatorium 

Sr M Madihlaba  

mmadihlaba@stmarys.pta.school.za 

Sr L Midzi  

lmidzi@stmarys.pta.school.za  

 

Accounts 

Mrs E Pretorius 

debtorssnr@stmarys.pta.school.za 

Car Access Discs 
 

 Car Access Disc Registration 

 

School Shop  

schoolshop@stmarys.pta.school.za   
 

Monday - Friday     
07:00 - 08:00    13:00 - 15:00 

Tuckshop Tuesday 
Orders must be placed on 
Tuesdays for the following 
week.  

Tuckshop Link  

  

https://downloads.d6communicator.com/downloads/resources/372_resource_63c2876603428669293100.pdf?1674830884
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=7_Nb5YdqXkOFpk3SELT2kjPJhlCXZdtLr-xJZMEmBGhUNFBYUFk4UkNLQ0JaRFdDTUtOSEVTWDdCQiQlQCN0PWcu
https://downloads.d6communicator.com/downloads/resources/372_resource_63c50e430b460053774413.pdf?1674736190
mailto:alotter@stmarys.pta.school.za
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=7_Nb5YdqXkOFpk3SELT2kjRnzUcqSyNKtnJ_tSkkbY1UOTM4NFMwMTRPSjg0NDJYVDFKTlNBUUpMRS4u
https://shop.stmarysdsg.com/
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Fri 

10 March 

17:00 - 19:00 Grade 4, 5 and 6 Family Picnic on the lawn next to the Rondavel  

Sat 

11 March 

08:00 - 11:00 

9:00 - 11:00 

Tennis Round Robin - for team and module players at DSG  

Grade 0-3 “She and Me” walk and talk at Wolwespruit Bike and Trail Park  

Sun  

12 March 

  

Mon 

13 March 

 

 

 

09:00 - 13:30 

14:00 - 16:00 

Value of the week:  Generosity of Spirit 

Season 2 Sport starts  (Netball & Soccer) - Please check the Season 2 schedule for changes to prep, 

culture and sport sessions.  

Grade 6 Womanhood talk 

Tennis league matches (U13 A & B) at DSG 

Tues 

14 March 

 

 
07:00 - 07:30 

08:00 - 12:30 

09:00 - 11:00 

11:30 -13:30 

14:00 - 16:00 

17:00 - 19:00 

TUCKSHOP TUESDAY! (Place orders via the online link)  

PI Day  

OISESA Parent Focus Group Discussion in the iHub (By invitation)  

Grade 6 Javett Art Centre Excursion  

Grade 5 Womanhood talk 

Grade 4 Womanhood talk  

Tennis league matches (U13B) at DSG  (Catch up match) Cancelled  

Parents’ Association Committee meeting  

Wed 

15 March 

09:00 - 13:30 

13:30 - 15:00 

14:00 - 17:00 

16:00 - 17:00 

Grade 7 Womanhood talk  

Mini Netball workshop (U8 - U9) 

U10 - U13 Soccer matches vs Motheong Primary at DSG (Parents welcome) 

Grade 4-7 Hockey preseason training starts (on the Astro)  

Thurs 

16 March 

10: 00 - 10: 30 

18:00 - 20:00 

St Patrick’s Picnic - St Patrick girls to wear their St Patrick shirt and PE clothes to school 

Grade 1 and 2 Rhyme Crime (Drama Evening) - Girls to be at school at 16:00 for make-up 

Fri 

17 March 

13:30 - 15:00 U10 - U13 Netball Workshop at DSG  

Sat 

18 March 

  

Sun 

19 March  

  

Mon 

20 March 
 School Holiday  

Tues 

21 March 

 TUCKSHOP TUESDAY! (Place orders via the online link)  

Public Holiday - Human Rights Day  

Wed 

22 March 

 

 

 

07:30 - 08:30 

14:00 - 18:00 

Value of the week: Respect  

Water Week 

Welcome Wednesday - Prospective students welcome to register to spend the day experiencing DSG 

Grade 7 Parents’ breakfast with Senior School Executive in the PAC Hall (Option 1) 

Parent/Teacher Conversations 

Thurs 

23 March 

14:00 - 16:30 

14:00 - 16:30 

U10 - U13 Netball matches vs Cornwall Hill College (Venue TBC)  

U10 - U13 Soccer matches vs Copperleaf at DSG  

Fri 

24 March 

 

13:30 - 15:00 

Angels’ Day - Parents are invited to cover readers at school.  

U10 - U13 Netball workshop at DSG  

Junior School Calendar  
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Sat 

25 March 

08:00 - 14:00 

10:00 - 12:00 

U8 & U9 Mini Soccer matches at DSG (TBC) 

Q&A with Mrs Jennings - Prospective Grade 0 parents  

Sun  

26 March 

  

Mon 

27 March 

 

14:00 - 18:00 

Value of the week: Agility  

Parent/Teacher Conversations  

Tues 

28 March 

07:00 - 07:30 

14:00 - 16:00 

18:00 - 19:00 

OISESA Parent Focus Group Discussion in the iHub (By invitation)  

U10 - U13 Netball trials at DSG  

Alumnae Committee meeting  

Wed 

29 March 

07:30 - 08:30 

07:30 - 08:30 

13:30 - 15:00 

Grade 0-7 Recital in the Diocesan Hall (Parents welcome) 

Grade 7 Parents’ breakfast with Senior School Executive in the PAC Hall (Option 2) 

U8 & U9 Mini Netball workshop at DSG (please note the adjusted time) 

Thurs 

30 March 

14:00 - 18:00 

14:00 - 16:00 

18:00 - 21:00 

Parent/Teacher Conversations 

U10 - U13 Netball trials (please note the adjusted time) 

Paint and Sip in the Wantage Hall 

Fri 

31 March 
07:30 - 08:30 Grade 7 Parents’ breakfast with Senior School Executive in the PAC Hall (Option 3) 

Sat 

1 April  

08:00 - 13:00 

08:00 - 13:00 

08:00 - 11:00 

09:00 - 14:00 

U12 & U13 DSG Netball Festival  

Tennis Big Sister/Little Sister day at DSG  

U8 & U9 Mini Soccer matches at Mount Cambridge (TBC) 

Grade 4-7 Squash Internal Festival  

Sun 

2 April 

  

Mon  

3 April  

17:00 - 19:00 

18:00 - 19:00 

Governing Body meeting  

Protective Behaviour Introduction for Grade 0, 3 & 6 (online)  

Tues 

4 April 
16:00 AFTERCARE CLOSES AT 16:00 DUE TO STAFF END OF TERM FUNCTION  

Wed 

5 April  

07:30 - 08:30 

08:30 - 09:30 

11:00 

11:30 

Grade 4-7 Awards Assembly & End of Term Assembly in Chapel  

Interhouse Quiz 

Term ends for Grade 0-3 

Term ends for Grade 4-7 

Junior School Calendar  

Shoe donations on Day Without Shoes  


